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FORDHAM MAHGR REFORMED CHURCH 
Kingsbridge Road, Borough of The Bronx, N, Y, 

Historical Introduction 

This edifice is the. third in succession which its congre- 

gation has occupied in the same neighborhood. The western part 

of the Borough of The Bronx was included in Westchester County 

until 1874, and the eastern part until 1895. 

Jenkins, The Story of the Borough of The Bronx, 
1912, pp. 1, 7, 3. 

We thurefore iooii to Bo-iton's Hist, of 'Westchester County for the 

historical sources relating to the beginnings of the Reformed Dutch 

Church in the ancient Manor of Fordham. 

The Manor grant was given to Jan Arcer (John Archer) by Governor 

Lovelace under date of November 15,1671. Fordham Manor was bounded 

on the west by  the Harlem River, on the east by the Bronx River, on 

the north uy  a line running nuarxy due east from Spuyten Buyvil, and 

on the south by a line running nearly due east from the present High 

Bridge. 

It was settled by the Dutch from Harlem, who came across the 

Harlem River from Manhattan Island. They brought the religion of the 

Established Reformed Church, As soon as the Dutch recaptured New York 

in 1675, the inhabitants of Fordham Village petitioned Governor Golve 

that village magistrates be selected by him of the Reformed Christian 

religion only and of the Dutch nation. 

After Archer's death, Cornells Steenwyck acquired the manor as 

.mortgagee. He and his wife left it to the "Nether Reformed Dutch Con- 

gregation within the city of New Yoric" by will dated November 20,1684, 

-Steenwyck was the third mayor of New York, being elected first in 1668, 

and in 1670, 1662 and 1635. Conflicting claims reduced the extent of 
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^B the property acquireo. front tne Steenwycks by the Dutcr*  Congregation 

of New York City,   which had  beer, established  as  early as 1623 in the 

fort at Hew Amsterdam   (the name  New York bore when under Dutch rule). 

Its  successor is  tne  present Collegiate Reformed   Church  of New York. 

The Collegiate  Church organized a society on its property at 

Fordham in May,  1396.     The Rev.  John Montaigne was  installed as pastor, 

and services were first held as usual in private homes. 

The first church was built in 1706 through thy liberality of 

Margaretta Steenwyck  (widow  of Coxmelis Steenwyck), Tailiam Dycionan and 

others.    The building stood   on the farm of James Valentine,  later, the 

property of Moses  Bevoe, at  what  is now Fordham Road and Sedgvvick Avenue. 

The names   of those land-owners are perpetuated in the names of a  street 

and a jpnric respectively.     At the  southeast  corner of tne crossing  of 

these two roads formerly stood   the ancient Dutch burying-Kround,  arid  the 

churcn stood on the north sihe  of Fordnain Road on tne lari'i  now occurded 

by 'Vebb's  Shipbuilding  Academy and  l.o^.e.     In srite  of tne usual difficul- 

ties  in supporting a  minister in tne early days,  tne building remained 

in use until tne Revolution.     Dominie Joan P.  Tetara,   tneir faster,joined 

L'ont^ouiery in the  Canada expedition as   c-a-iplain !~:ar'j.y in th"; stru-^ae. 

r\wvn'-:  trio  -var,   the cnurci;  edii'ice  suf[.*are-">   T,a-_  usual disaster; 

beiri/i   close   to   tnn car:?;   ol   the  H^ssi*.ri  fjox-.Tauid -_t   Mniaerich  anv   his   chasseurs, 

it probably served as a nosi-itaa or stabatj as  obiter cuurches cia. 

;\b a  ciassis  of  the heforiitca  Oiiurca ii^j...  in Flatbusa on 'jc\.-t.   L, 

1800,   it ;vas resolved   to ^dve encouragement  t'o th^  congregation i.:iU.^ a 

prospect a^v^aroa  that   the   ";re>.uced" caureh at Pordad.ii  wou.Ld  be restored, 

and   tne eminent Rev.   John ^enry Livingston v.-d.s sent to visit   thei::. 

The next year ■.*  nov; ^.arc;,  ..vas built,   not on t :-.  site   '.a^ere  t..e 



3- fJA-&$ 
Fordham Manor Reformed  Church , 

first had stood for 95 years, but on land deeded as a gift for the       3 

purpose by Dennis  Valentine,   Sr.,near the site of  the present church ! 

on Kingsbridge Road,  which,   in the modern plan of the  City,   is  two 

long blocks  north of the old  site. 

The Rev,  Dr.  Livingston reported in 1302 that he had reorganized 

the church according to his appointment,   and  thr-? Rev,  John Jackson was 

installed as  pastor.     Eleven  pastors have served the  congregation since 

1836 when his term  of service erdeu* 

Trie Present Edifice:  Late, Location and Description 

In 1348 the  present edifice was erectea  immediately  adjoining the 

site of the second,  on  .:.and given by Valentine's son.     It stands on the 

north side  of Kingsbridge Road about opposite the head  of Grand  Avenue 

and near the- first  Oroton Aqueduct. 

In 1373,  Horace B.   Claflin,   Esq.,   wnose suburban residence and 

large private grounds  remained almost unchanged until  recent years  just 

north of the  church,  £ave funds for the enlargement  of the edifice. 

The church records, unfortunately,  were destroyed  by fire several 

years  prior  to the publication of Jenkins'  Story of tne Bronx in 1912 

(n.v.,   p.273). 

The following ^escriotive  field-notes  were prepared by iir.   Alfred 

CSalaas,   Architect,   of  New York, -during  the present survey: 

"Trie  original building,   in general design and  detail quite  character- 

istic of the- decline  of  thr-  3-reek revival in the aitl-ninete^nth  century,, - 

is a simple brick structure wita wood portico,  entablature, ana  cupola. 

The two large ball finiais at each  side  of the pediment wiiicn are  out of 

character  A'ith the rest  of the facade were added in the  Eighties.     The 

weather-vane,  which was removed  in recent years after the supporting rod 
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had been bent by a wind storm,  is at present kept on the second 3^ Pn    r^ 

J - 
platform of the cupola. 

"The bell, mounted on the first platform of the cupola, was 

formerly operated by means of a rope over a wheel. This wheel is 

59 inches in diameter, beautifully fashioned of oaic and fastened 

together with wood pins, a fine example of tha old wheelwright's 

craft. The bell is inscribed: •From Meneely's Foundry West 'Troy 

N.Y.   .1843'. 

"A gallery,  now removed,   originally extendeci  across the  south 

end  of the auditorium.     In the gallery stairway now used  only for 

access to the  cupola,   may still be seen a fragment of the original 

wail decoration consisting  of panel mouldings painted  on the plaster• 

"The stained glass  in the windows reflects  the contemporary vogue 

for  th-i Gothic revival." 

V/ritten,  May 4,1954,   oy 

Tnomus l,V.   Hotchiciss 
118  Pine  Street, 
PeeksKiii,  Nev.' YorK. 
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